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CHILD PROTECTION — CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE — ROEBOURNE 

271. Hon NICK GOIRAN to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Child Protection: 

I refer to the minister’s answer to my question without notice on 11 April 2018, in which she informed the house 
that the Minister for Child Protection has received regular updates regarding Operation Fledermaus from the 
director general and the assistant director general, child protection and family support. 

(1) Were any of these updates verbal? 

(2) If yes to (1), during any of those verbal updates has the minister ever asked whether any of the 184 victims 
of child sex offences in Roebourne are currently residing with a person either charged or convicted with 
one or more child sex offences? 

(3) If no to (1) or (2), given that this would make the minister’s answer to my question without notice on 
10 April 2018 misleading, will she support a referral of her answer to the Standing Committee on 
Procedure and Privileges to investigate this possible contempt of the Council? 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE replied: 
On behalf of the Leader of the House, I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. This answer 
has been provided by the Minister for Child Protection. 
(1)–(3) I refer the member to previous responses regarding this matter. This kind of public debate is not helpful 

to the community of Roebourne and continues to put additional pressure on a community that is currently 
managing very complex issues. It is also likely to discourage victims and community members to disclose 
abuse and seek the support they require. The minister is satisfied that the placement of additional child 
protection resources is ensuring officers are working with police and other government agencies, as well 
as with the community, to closely monitor children in Roebourne and surrounding areas to ensure that 
they are not exposed to risk. The minister would be happy to offer a briefing to the honourable member 
regarding the West Pilbara plan. Should the honourable member have any information about any child or 
children who may be at risk of harm, I trust he will take appropriate action to report these concerns to the 
Department of Communities and/or Western Australia Police Force. 

Point of Order 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Madam President, I ask for your ruling on who is responsible for the answer that has just 
been delivered to the house. My question was to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for 
Child Protection. I note that the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education and Training delivered the 
answer. I need a ruling on this, Madam President, although not necessarily immediately. This is a matter that 
I believe will, in the not-too-distant future, end up before the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges 
due to the debacle by the Minister for Child Protection, and I need to know who is responsible for the answer that 
has just been given. 
The PRESIDENT: Hon Nick Goiran, I will look at that and I will come back to you on another occasion with that 
ruling. 
 


	CHILD PROTECTION — CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE — ROEBOURNE

